Karl Marx. Mathematische manuskripte Edited, with an introduction and commentary, by Wolfgang Endemann. Kronberg Taunus, BRD (Spriptor Verlag). 1974. 178 p by Kennedy, H.C
490 Reviews Hbl 3 
There is also a chapter on the modern functional-analytic 
way of looking at Fourier Analysis and its applications to prime 
number theory. He also uses Stieltje’s integrals on occasion to 
analyze what is happening. The book is not an exhaustive survey 
on the thousands of papers that have been written on the zeta 
function and prime number theory but rather follows several lines 
of papers directly flowing from Ri emann’s work. 
KARL MARX. MATHEMATISCHE MANUSKRIPTE. Edited, with an introduc- 
tion and commentary, by Wolfgang Endemann. Kronberg Taunus , 
BRD (Spriptor Verlag) . 1974. 178 p. 
KARL MARX. MANOSCRITTI MATEMATICI. Translated and edited by 
Francesco Matarrese and August0 Ponzio. Bari, Italy 
(Dedalo Libri). 1975. 184 p. 3,000 lire. 
Reviewed by H. C. Kennedy 
Providence College, Rhode Island 
At the burial of Karl Marx, 17 March 1883, Friedrich Engels 
noted tha.t Marx had worked in many fields and “in each, even in 
that of mathematics, he made independent discoveries” (Marx/Engels, 
Werke, vol. 19, p. 336). That, Engels singled out mathematics 
for special mention was no accident; Marx was often occupied with 
mathematics in his later years, although he never published his 
mathematical writings. Nor was Engels able to carry out the in- 
tention he expressed in 1885 of doing so. Then interest in this 
aspect of Marx’ studies seems to have languished until 1933 when, 
on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of Marx’ death, two brief 
articles, dating from 1881, dealing with “the concept of the de- 
rived function” and “the differential”, along with some additional 
material, were published in Moscow in Russian translation. After 
that, perhaps the first outside the Soviet Union to call attention 
to the interest of Marx’ ideas in mathematics was D. J. Struik 
(“Marx and Mathematics”, Science and Society 1948, 12, 181-196). 
Struik had access to the original German text of the Russian pub- 
lication and gave English translations of several pertinent 
passages. But Marx’ mathematical manuscripts were not published 
in their original German until the complete--some 1000 pages of 
manuscript are in the Institute of Marxism-Leninism--Moscow edition 
of 1968. This also includes a preface and other material by 
the editor, S. A. Yanovskaya, along with a Russian translation 
of all the manuscripts. The book is divided into two sections: 
the first contains the essentially original writings of Marx, 
including the two articles mentioned above. (Only these two 
were left by Marx in a complete state, and even then were not as 
such intended for publication). The second, larger, section 
includes summaries of books Marx studi.ed, excerpts from them 
along with his commentary, etc. The first volume under review 
